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MISSOULA, Mont.---
The late Doug Fessenden, a former University of Montana head football coach, will 
be inducted into the Roseland-Pullman Sports Hall of Fame in Evergreen Park, Ill., on 
Friday, Oct, 21. 
Fessenden was born in Onawa, Iowa, in 1901. He attended the University of Illinoic 
on a baseball scholarship, but soon devoted all of his time to track, a sport in which 
he starred for four years. After college he played professional football before moving 
·"'Brownsville, Tex., to coach high school football. In his five years as a coach thr: ... 
his teams won 49 games while losing only five, and won one state championship. 
He took over as head football coach at Fenger High School in the £hicago area in 
September of 1930. His teams enjoyed several winning seasons and berths in the Chicagu 
Public League playoffs. In 1934 his team held its opponents scoreless until the Public 
League championship, in which Fenger was defeated 13-0. Several of Fessenden's players 
at Fenger later went on to star for college and professional teams. 
In 1935 Fessenden became head coach at the University of Montana, then called 
Montana State University. He coached for seven years, then served as a captain and 
later, a major in World War II. He resumed his coaching career at UM in 1946 and coach? .~ 
for three years. 
During his 10-year coaching career at UM, Fessenden compiled a record of 46 wins, 
36 losses and four ties. 
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Fessenden attended Columbia University in New York in 1950-51, where he received 
his doctorate in educ~tion, He was an administrator in the Mansfield, Ohio, school 
system for the following three years. 
In 1955 he became the Dean of Health, Recreation and Physical Education Department 
at San Francisco State College. He retired as dean in 1966 at the age of 65, but 
continued teaching administrative subjects for three more years. 
Fessenden died in June of 1970 at the age of 69. 
Fessenden's son, UM chemistry professor Ralph Fessenden, is scheduled to receive 
a portrait of his father at the 1977 Awards Dinner and Homecoming in Evergreen Park 
on Oct. 21. 
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